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Edwards Writes, Directs And 
Produces Shot in Dark’ 


Blake Edwards, a crew-cut, cigar- 
smoking, fast-moving collection of 
talents, has cut a spectacular road 
in Hollywood within a very few 
years. He is producer, director and 
co-author of the screenplay of “A 
Shot in the Dark,” in Color by De- 
Luxe and Panavision, opening..... 
atest etaci-s s\.ie sere Theatre, through 
United Artists is the 
latest of a group of distinctive Ed- 
wards-ian comedies that includes 
“The Pink Panther,” also starring 
Peter Sellers and made under the 
Mirisch-UA banner; “Breakfast At 
Tiffany’s,’ and “Operation Petti- 
coat.” In a more serious vein, he 
also made “Days of Wine and Ros- 
es” and “Experiment in Terror.” 
Television audiences were the first 
to sit up and take notice of Ed- 
wards’ talents in the “Peter Gunn” 


release. It 


and “Mr. Lucky” series, both of 
which he created. His next Mirisch 
comedy for UA, following “A Shot 
in the Dark,” will be “What Did 
You Do In The War, Daddy?” 

Born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Ed- 
wards moved to Los Angeles when 
he was three. He grew up and at- 
tended school in and around Holly- 
weod—where his father, Jack Mc- 
Edwards, is a veteran production 
manager. When young Blake and 
John Champion wrote a screenplay 
called “Panhandle,” they submitted 
it to a studio which accepted it— 
but shopped around for a_ better 
deal and wound up at Monogram, 
where they were allowed to pro- 
duce their own story. Thereafter, 
Edwards concentrated on writing, 
occasionally acting, finally direct- 
ing and producing. 


Fights His Moods 
With Many Hobbies 


Peter Sellers is a man of many 
moods. Currently co-starring with 
beautiful Elke Sommer in “A Shot 
in the’ Dark,” a Mirisch Company 
production in Panavision and Color 


Theatre through United Artists re- 
lease, Sellers finds that although 
he can always cheer millions, he 
sometimes cannot cheer himself. 

When he’s in one of his “down” 
moods, Peter avoids people and 
even his closest friends avoid him. 
They know he wants to be alone 
and that soon the mood will pass. 
During these times Sellers turns to 
his hobbies for relaxation and be- 
comes completely absorbed in one 
—or sometimes several—of them. 
An expert mechanic, he can strip 
the engine on any of his many 
automobiles and does all of his own 
work on them. He has a specially 
designed and built recording room 
in his apartment where he can 
either play music or “cut” a record 
(he’s had numerous comedy records 
in the top ten in England). Or he 
can close his apartment in the 
Dorchester Hotel and go to his 
country estate where he opens a 
photography studio and darkroom. 
With at least three cameras set up 
and scores of lenses and other gad- 
gets strewn about, he often works 
for days in complete solitude and 
absorbtion, turning out some excel- 
lent photographic work indeed. 

“T like working with my hands,” 
he says. “I guess this in some way 
compensates an actor who spends 
his life being other people. What 
I do with my hands is my very own. 
It brings me great satisfaction and 
joy: 


Stull SD-34 
Beautiful Elke 


starred with Peter 
Blake Edwards’ ‘“‘A Shot in the 


Mat IB 


Sommer is co- 
Sellers in 


Dark,” opening at the 
Pha at Re ee Theatre, through 
United Artists release. The com- 
edy, presented by The Mirisch 
Corporation, was filmed in Col- 
or by DeLuxe and Panavision. 
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‘A Shot In Dark’ 
Riotous Comedy 


Slated to Open 


(General Advance) 

Blake Edwards’ “A Shot in the 
Dark,” starring Peter Sellers and 
Elke Sommer, will begin its local 
engagement at the ...... Theatre 
Oy yee The Mirisch Corpora- 
tion presentation for United Artists 
release, is a free-wheeling comedy 
about a bumbling French police 
inspector, a beautiful blonde and 
a string of murders. 

George Sanders and _ Herbert 
Lom are co-starred in the movie, 
which was filmed in Color by De- 
Luxe and Panavision on location 
in England and France. The film 
was produced and directed by Ed- 
wards from a screenplay he wrote 
with William Peter Blatty based on 
the plays by Harry Kurnitz and 
Marcel Achard. Music is by Henry 
Mancini. 

In “A Shot in the Dark,” Sellers 
portrays Inspector Jacques Clou- 
seau, continuing the comedy role 
he created in “The Pink Panther,” 
also a Blake Edwards Production 
for the Mirisch Corporation and 
United Artists. In the current film, 
he is called upon to solve a series 
of murders of which the prime sus- 
pect is a saucy, blonde French 
maid, played by Elke Sommer, 
whose obvious charms distract and 
delight the indomitable inspector. 
The murder chase leads through 
the Parisian mansion of a French 
millionaire, played by Sanders, a 
nudist colony and a variety of Pa- 
risian night spots. 

Herbert Lom plays Sellers’ su- 
perior in the Surete, who is driven 
to madness by the unorthodox de- 
tecting methods used by his assist- 
ant. Tracy Reed, in a prominently 
featured role, is the uninhibited 
wife of the philandering millionaire. 
She recently was seen with Sellers 
in “Dr. Strangelove.” 


Bill Blatty Scripts 
‘A Shot In The Dark’ 


William Blatty, who. collaborated 
with Blake Edwards on the whacky 
screenplay of “A Shot in the Dark,” 
was writing funny books before he 
began writing funny movies. Most 
recently he was author of the well- 
received comedy opus, “John Gold- 
farb, Please Come Home,” as well 
as the earlier book, “Which Way 
to Mecca, Jack?” 

“A Shot in the Dark,” opening 
AL thes munnss Theatre, 
through United Artists release, is 
the first film he has written for writ- 
er, producer, director Edwards and 
will be followed by “What Did You 
Do In The War, Daddy?” also to 
be presented by The Mirisch Cor- 
poration. Peter Sellers and Elke 
Sommer co-star in “A Shot in the 
Dark,” which was filmed in Color 
by De Luxe and Panavision. 


Still SD-40 


In Blake Edwards’ “*A Shot in the Dark,” opening . 
Theatre, through United Artists release, Peter 


thes iG ere 
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Sellers plays a bumbling policeman. Elke Sommer stars as the 
murdering maid in this Mirisch Corporation presentation in Color 


by Deluxe and Panavision. 


Sommer Stars With Sellers 
In Shot In The Dark’ Comedy 


In Blake Edwards’ new comedy, 
“A Shot in the Dark,” Mirisch 
Films presentation opening..... at 
thesinsivcr Theatre, through United 
Artists release, Elke Sommer plays 
a sizzling blonde who can cause a 
crowd of ogling males to gather by 
simply standing still. It’s obviously 
a case of type-casting. Shapely Miss 
Sommer (36-22-36) has enjoyed a 
meteoric rise to film stardom. She 
made her acting debut in an Italian 
production less than five years ago, 
went on to starring roles and has 
now made thirteen movies in Italy, 
France, Germany, Hollywood and 
London. American audiences know 
her for her performances in “The 
Victors” and “The Prize,’”’ in which 
she was cast opposite Paul New- 
man. Now, as a gorgeous femme- 
fatalle involved in a series of mur- 
ders, she is co-starred with Peter 
Sellers in “A Shot in the Dark.” 
which was photographed in Pana- 
vision and Color by DeLuxe. 


Born in Berlin, Elke at first 
studied for the diplomatic service 
and in order to learn English she 
took a job in London as a maid in 
a private home. Within seven 
months she had mastered English 
and returned home. Later, journey- 
ing through Italy with her mother, 
she entered a dance contest and won 
it. An Italian film producer saw 
her, offered her a part in his next 


What Wardrobe? 
When beautiful Elke Som- 


mer arrived in London to be- 
gin filming “‘A Shot In The 
Dark’’—in which she is co- 
starred with Peter Sellers— 
she brought along 34 pieces 
of luggage filled with fine- 
ry and four fur coats. Then 
she discovered that she had 
to shed all of her clothes for 
the first scenes of the com- 
edy, which she plays proper- 
ly dressed for a nudist camp 
stting! 
Opening in Color by De 
Luxe and Panavision. .. .at 
Theatre, through 
United Artists release, “A 
Shot in the Dark” casts the 
beautiful actress (36-22-36) 
as a housemaid suspected of 
murder, who is followed to 
the sun-worshippers’ shrine 
by Sellers, recreating the role 
of a bumbling police inspec- 
tor which he first played in 
the hilarious ‘‘The Pink Pan- 
ther,” also a Mirisch Films 
presentation for United Art- 
ists release. 


film, and that’s how it all began— 
just like in the movies! 

Within five months Elke had 
learned to speak Italian. With a 
natural flair for languages, she has 
also mastered Spanish, French, 
Swedish and Greek in addition to 
her native German. 

For her role of a maid in “A 
Shot in the Dark,” Miss Sommer 
earned considerably more than the 
$6.50 she made as a maid, five years 
ago! And she has the traditional 
movie-star accouterments to prove 
it: diamonds, jewelry, half a dozen 
fur coats, either automobiles and 
three homes (a huge mansion in 
Berlin on several acres of ground, 
a chalet in Switzerland and a villa 
in Spain.) 

Marriage? Not now, she says. 
She’s having too much fun. 


Comic Cop Back In 
‘Shot In The Dark’ 


(Short Advance) 


Jacques Clouseau (rhymes with 
woe) is bumblingly back — again 
hilariously portrayed by Peter Sell- 
ers, in the Blake Edwards produc- 
tion of “A Shot in the Dark,” 
opening ..... atatie tere ete Theatre, 
through United Artists release. 
Clouseau’s clowning was first seen 
in “The Pink Panther,” also pre- 
sented by The Mirisch Company, 
also starring Peter Sellers and also 
written, produced and directed by 
Blake Edwards. Starred with Sellers 
in “A Shot in the Dark” is beau- 
tiful, blonde Elke Sommer, the Ger- 
man beauty whom _ international 
audiences met in “The Prize” and 
“The Victors.”” George Sanders and 
British actor Herbert Lom co-star 
in the comedy, which was filmed 
in Panavision and Color by DeLuxe 
in London and Paris. Music is by 
Henry Mancini. The film is based 
on plays by Harry Kurnitz and 
Marcel Achard. 


Survival! 


Few men have died more often 
on the screen than British actor 
Herbert Lom. “It’s very easy,” he 
admits modestly. “In fact, it’s stay- 
ing alive that’s difficult.” In Blake 
Edwards’ “A Shot in the Dark” 
opening ...... at the ack: Thea- 
tre, through United Artists release, 
Lom is given his big chance to live 
—although fourteen of his fellow 
actors are killed off by the time the 
zany comedy ends. Peter Sellers 
and Elke Sommer co-star in the 
Mirisch Corporation presentation. 


Herbert Lom Can 
Slay Them With 
Laughs or Chills 


An actor equally adept at creat- 
ing either laughs or chills with his 
glowering glance is Herbert Lom 
co-starring in “A Shot in the 
Dark,” which opens at the 
Ladi tcretas Theatre, through United 
Artists release. Alternating villain- 
ous and hilarious roles, Lom has 
played upon the emotions of film- 
going audiences in such diverse 
motion pictures as “Spartacus,” 
“The Seventh Veil,” “War and 
Peace” and “The Ladykillers.” 

It was in “The Ladykillers” that 
Lom first shared the screen with 
Peter Sellers, an occasion that is 
repeated now for Blake Edwards’ 
“A Shot in the Dark,” the new 
comedy presented by Mirisch Films 
in Color by DeLuxe and Panavision. 

Lom was born Herbert Charles 
Angelo Kuchacevich ze Schluder- 
pacheru in Prague. He studied at 
Prague University, by which time 
he had already changed his sur- 
name to Lom, and while there he 
appeared in his first film. He also 
organized a students’ theatre at the 
University, and not only acted in 
the shows but produced them as 
well. 

War clouds were gathering, and 
his theatre came under suspicion 
accused of anti-Nazi propaganda. 
Lom, deciding that life in Prague 
was no longer possible for him, 
made his way to England in 1939. 
He arrived there practically broke, 
and with an English vocabulary 
which matched his cash balance. 

He soon made friends, however, 
and they helped him. While they 
were singing his praises as an actor, 
Lom was learning English. He mas- 
tered the language quickly, and 
worked with B.B.C., broadcasting 
propaganda during the war. He 
also found time to do some film 
acting. His first British picture was 
“Mein Kampf.” Since that debut in 
1940, Lom has scored in more than 
thirty screen successes. 


Wild and Wacky 
Game of Billiards 


Peter Sellers gives one of the 
most hilarious demonstrations of 
bumbling billiards since W. C. 
Fields, in Blake Edwards’ “A Shot 
in the Dark,” a Mirisch Corporation 
Presentation for United Artists re- 
lease in Panavision and Color by 
DeLuxe. It will open....at the.... 
Theatre. In a scene from the madcap 
comedy, Sellers is trying to impress 
multi-millionaire George Sanders, 
whose elegant mansion includes a 
billiard room, priceless works of 
art and a dazzling French maid por- 
trayed by Elke Sommer. 

It seems that most of the men 
in Elke’s life wind up in the local 
police morgue, and Sellers as the 
inept Inspector Clouseau is deter- 
mined to solve the mystery and 
keep her out of jail as the prime 
suspect. During one of his fact- 
finding excursions the Inspector 
talks things over with Sanders dur- 
ing a devastating game of billiards. 
The table takes most of the pun- 
ishment. 


Suave Sanders 
Scoundrel Again 
In ‘Shot In Dark’ 


To motion picture audiences the 
world over the name of George 
Sanders is synonymous with the 
words “scoundrel” and “bounder” 
—but always allowing for elegant 
good manners. His portrayal of such 
a role in the prize-winning “All 
About Eve” brought Sanders the 
Academy Award. And he’s up to 
the same sort of mischief in his 
latest film, the Blake Edwards pro- 
duction of “A Shot in the Dark,” 
opening ..... BUTE Ta 4s, sk Theatre, 


through United Artists release, 
starring Peter Sellers and Elke 
Sommer. The Mirisch Company’s 


film is in Color by DeLuxe and 
Panavision. 
Born in 


Russia, Sanders was 


Mat 1A 
George Sanders plays a well- 


Still SD-49 


mannered cad in Blake Ed- 
wards’ “A Shot in the Dark,” 


COs Ley tT Pay Seem geniesry See ee erere? ee Ome! 
theese «cs Theatre, through 
United Artists release. Peter 


Sellers and Elke Sommer are 
co-starred in the Mirisch Corpo- 
ration comedy. 


raised in England when his family 
returned there, and was an out- 
standing athlete in school. Acting 
was furthest from his thoughts, 
then. He wanted to become a sci- 
entist and had patented three in- 
ventions before graduating from 
college. After several business ven- 
tures, the depression hit and George 
found himself jobless. He cultivated 
his rich baritone and secured a bit 
part in a musical revue called 
“Ballyhoo.” From this he pro- 
gressed quickly and_ eventually 
shifted from stage to screen. His 
first film was “Strange Cargo,” and 
after three more movies Hollywood 
beckoned for keeps. 


Car Buff 


Beautiful Elke Sommer, co-star- 
ring with Peter Sellers in “A Shot 
in the Dark,” which opens ...... 
CUAECLE LC SMe ey eee Theatre, through 
United Artists release, is a car-buff. 
While in London filming the Color 
by DeLuxe and Panavision comedy, 
she bought a 1936 Rolls-Royce—a 
classic that was completely re- 


stored, motor and body. 


Still SD-26 


Mat 2C€ 


In Blake Edwards’ comedy “A Shot in the Dark,” opening. ... . 


at the 


Theatre, through United Artists release, Herbert 


Lom threatens Peter Sellers, who plays a bumbling police in- 
spector. Elke Sommer co-stars in this Mirisch Corporation pre- 
sentation, which was filmed in Color by DeLuxe and Panavision. 


Two Oscar-Winner 
Mancini Pens Score 
For ‘Shot In Dark’ 


Two-time Academy Award win- 
ner Henry Mancini was behind the 
baton again for Blake Edwards’ 
latest production, “A Shot in the 
Dark: opening ico .iasje sts at the 
Op eg Theatre, through United 
Artists release, in Color by DeLuxe 
His 


with Edwards began on television 


and Panavision. association 
where his dis‘inctive and original 
music was well noted for the “Peter 
Gunn” and “Mr. Lucky” series— 
both created by Edwards. Later he 
moved on to motion pictures with 
“Breakfast at Tif- 
fany’s,” “Days of Wine and Roses” 


Edwards, for 


(for which he won his Oscar), 
“High Time,” “Experiment in Ter- 
ror” and the recent hilarious “The 


Pink Panther.” 


A tall, slender, balding thirty- 
nine year old extrovert, “Hank” 
was born in Cleveland, Ohio. Both 
parents were from Italy and _al- 
though he never learned the native 
tongue from them, his father did 
teach him to play the flute—thus 
determining the course of his life. 
He studied harmony and orchestra- 
tion while still in high school and 
later took courses at the Juilliard 
Institute. Subsequently a pianist 
and arranger for the Glenn Miller 
band, led by Tex Beneke after the 
war, he married the band’s beauti- 
ful vocalist and took her to Holly- 
wood. There he met Blake Edwards, 
then a young writer intent on mak- 
ing his own films. Mancini has been 
making the music for almost all of 
those films ever since. 


Stills SD 17. 43 and 15 


These three men star in Blake Edwards’ comedy “A Shot in the Dark,” opening 
Theatre, through United Artists release. 


Mat 3A 
BEA ae ... at the 


They are, left to right, Peter Sellers, Peter 


Sellers and Peter Sellers. A man of many talents, he assumes many disguises in his efforts to spy 
on beautiful Elke Sommer in this madeap mystery filmed in Color by DeLuxe and Panavision and 
presented by The Mirisch Corporation. The role of the bumbling police inspector Sellers plays, is one 
he created for his previous Edwards-Mirisch-UA movie, ‘““The Pink Panther.” 


‘Shot In The Dark’ Recreates Mad 
World of ‘Pink Panther’ Policeman 


(Production Story) 


The world of Jacques Clouseau, as hilariously pictured in “A Shot in the Dark,” opening 


at the 


Bee 0.0.28 te REL, ME) Oe Be) ce, 16) Te ke: 


mare version of Sherlock Holmes’ exploits . 


Theatre, through United Artists release, has been compared to a night- 
. . or a James Bond adventure gone awry. This con- 


cept of the misfiring minion of the law was evolved by two of today’s prominent practitioners of 
film fun: director-producer-writer Blake Edwards and actor Peter Sellers. First conceived for 


“The Pink Panther,” in which Sell- 
ers starred as Clouseau, this initial 
collaboration of talents proved so 
popular at the boxoffice that they 
decided to do it again. Both Ed- 
wards and Sellers are steeped in the 
lore of Mack Sennett, Charlie Chap- 
lin, Laurel & Hardy, The Marx 


Brothers and Buster Keaton. 
Through Clouseau, they felt they 
had found the opportunity to work 
in this disaster-prone tradition of 
comedy. When The Mirisch Corpo- 
ration acquired motion picture 
rights to a comedy successful on 
stages both here and in England, 


Mustache In Return Engagement 


The only time Peter Sellers has ever worn the same makeup twice 


was for his role in 
sentation, opening 


“A Shot in the Dark,” the Mirisch Corporation pre- 
at the 


Theatre, through United 


Artists release. He created the makeup first for his role as French Police 
Inspector Jacques Clouseau in “The Pink Panther.” 


It’s a black mustache. 


Blake Edwards also directed “The Pink Panther” and when he was 
working on the script of “A Shot in the Dark,” producer-writer-director 
Edwards suggested to Sellers that he continue his same role as the 
bumbling Inspector in this Panavision and Color by DeLuxe comedy. 


Sellers agreed. Thus the mustache again. 


Sull SD-8 
Beautiful Elke Sommer waits to be questioned about a murder in 
Blake Edwards’ comedy “A Shot in the Dark,” in Color by DeLuxe 


and Panavision, opening 


at the 


Mat 2D 


Theatre, through 


United Artists release. Peter Sellers stars as the bumbling police 


imspector who would rather take her to his apartment than to jail. 


Lovely Landlady 


While most people are working 
on payment of a 20 to 40-year home 
mortgage, Elke Sommer, who is 
only 23 now, owns outright an 18- 
room mansion in Berlin, a chalet 
in Switzerland, and a villa in Spain. 
Now starring with Peter Sellers in 
Blake Edwards’ “A Shot in the 
Dark,” opening ...... HtEEME. = «.s +. 
Theatre, through United Artists re- 
lease, Elke recently scored in “The 
Prize” and “The Victors.” 

“A Shot in the Dark” was filmed 
in Color by DeLuxe and in Pana- 
vision. 


Comedy vs. Crime 
While filming “A Shot in 


the Dark,” which opens 
Adiste eRAEe Aeris 328 Theatre, 
through United Artists re- 
lease, Peter Sellers was visit- 
ed by Robert Fabian, one- 
time head of Scotland Yard. 
For the film Sellers recreates 
his role of a bumbling police 
inspector, which he first 
played in “The Pink Pan- 
ther.”” His friend Fabian 
wryly commented, ‘“‘You’ve 
set the science of criminolo- 
gy back at least fifty years.” 

Producer - director - writer 
Blake Edwards considered 
this remark so appropriate 
he decided to put it into the 
script. It is spoken by Herb- 
ert Lom, playing Sellers’ 
superior. 

“Mr. Sellers,’? comments 
Mr. Edwards, “has, on the 
other hand, advanced the art 
of comedy at least the same 
number of years.” 


Convenience 


George Sanders, co-starring with 
Peter Sellers and Elke Sommer in 
“A Shot in the Dark,” opening 
Plier: at the; 22... ol neatre: 
through United Artists release, 
maintains a home in Zurich, Switz- 
erland. Central to all Europe, 
Sanders finds that he can get quick- 
ly to any film making center in only 
about an hour’s time by plane— 


and be home for weekends with 
his wife. 
Blake Edwards directed the 


Mirisch Company’s production 
which was filmed in Color by De- 
Luxe and Panavision. 


Edwards and Sellers made a bid 
for it. It was, they said, a whacky 
enough plot for their bumbling 
hero, Clouseau. Whereas on stage, 
“A Shot in The Dark” was con- 
fined to a judge’s chambers, the 
screenplay—which Edwards wrote 
with William Blatty—reams from 
the estate of a French millionaire 
to the sunlit acres of a nudist camp, 
with many stops for dalliance—and 
murder—along the way. 

Even though it added about a 
quarter of a million dollars to the 
film’s cost, Blake Edwards decided 
to make it in Color by De Luxe and 
Panavision because the sumptuous- 
ness of the sets would be lost in 
black and white on a smaller screen. 

Beautiful Elke Sommer, whom 
international audiences met in 
“The Prize’ and “The Victors,” 
stars with Sellers. Academy-award- 
winning George Sanders and Brit- 
ish actor Herbert Lom co-star in 
the comedy based upon the plays by 
Harry Kurnitz and Marcel Achard. 
The score for this film, was penned 
by the Academy Award-winning 
Henry Mancini. 


Uses Tape Recorder 
To Rehearse Lines 


Peter Sellers uses a tape record- 
er to play-back his lines while re- 
hearsing for a new film. Currently 
starring in “A Shot in the Dark,” 
opening in Color by DeLuxe and 
Panavision....at the..... Theatre, 
through United Artists release, 
Sellers kept a recorder in his car, 
at his home and at the studio— 
constantly reading his lines, play- 
ing them back, then re-reading 
them until he felt he sounded the 
way he should. 


4 Rolls = $190,000 


Rolls-Royces don’t come a dime 
a dozen, but Blake Edwards round- 
ed up four of the $25,000-plus 
vehicles for his new comedy, “A 
Shot in the Dark,” starring Peter 
Sellers and opening ......... at 
thei a7 tei seteow ee Theatre, through 
United Artists release. 

One auto was a bullet-proof lim- 
ousine formerly owned by the Duke 
of Gloucester and was used during 
the film to transport star Elke Som- 
mer from her hotel to the studio. 
With its heavy steel plate and 
special glass, the car weighed near- 
ly five tons. Three other models 
were rented for George Sanders 
who portrays a multi-millionaire. 
Even the suave, well-heeled Sanders 
was impressed by this display of 
luxury transportation. 

“A Shot in the Dark” was pro- 
duced and directed by Edwards for 
Mirisch Corporation in Color by 
DeLuxe and Panavision. 


Sellers, As Clouseau, Returns 


For ‘A Shot In The Dark 


Peter Sellers is the first British comedian since the famed 
Charlie Chaplin, to capture the imagination of international 
film audiences. Now starred in “A Shot in the Dark,” a free- 
wheeling comedy with thriller. overtones, opening in Color by 


De Luxe and Panavision 
through United Artists 
Sellers for the first time repeats a 
characterization that of In- 
spector Jacques Clouseau, the 
bumbling minion of the law whom 
he initially portrayed in “The Pink 
Panther.” Both “A Shot in the 
Dark” and “The Pink Panther” 
were produced, directed and co- 
authored by Blake Edwards for 
presentation by the Mirisch Com- 
pany. 

Born to a theatrical family in 
England, Sellers was a_ popular 
stage performer before his fantastic- 
ally successful, “The Goon Show” 
convulsed English radio audiences 
for seven years. From then on, 
Peter rose rapidly to the top, ap- 
pearing many times at the London 
Palladium. He began his film ca- 
reer in “John and Julie,’ “The 
Ladykillers,” “The Smallest Show 
on FEarth,” and “The Naked 
Truth.” There followed “Up the 
Creek,” “The Man in the Cocked 
Hat,” “The Mouse That Roared” 
(his first big hit in America), and 
“T’m All Right, Jack.” Then, for 
the fun of it, Peter and his pal 
Spike Milligan, made their famous 
11 minute short—“The Running, 
Jumping and Standing Still Film” 


Well Mannered Cad 


George Sanders, known as “the 
perfect Englishman,” was actually 
born in Russia, under the protection 
of the British Embassy, which made 
him a British subject. His father, 
also George Sanders, was a rope 
manufaciurer in Czarist Russia. 
Known for his splendid British 
manner, Sanders was sought by 
producer-writer-director Blake Ed- 
wards for his newest comedy “A 
Shot in the Dark,” opening..... at 
thea 2aie Theatre, through United 
Artists release. Sanders co-stars 
with Peter Sellers and Elke Som- 
mer. Also known as “the perfect 
cinematic cad,” he plays a-man 
married to one beautiful woman 
(Tracy Reed) but chasing after 
another (Miss Sommer). 


Stars Buy Cars 


One explanation for the current 
boom in the automobile business 
comes from London, where produc- 
er-director Blake Edwards filmed 
“A Shot in the Dark,” opening 
en rayh tue at the ........ Theatre, 
through United Artists release. 
While there, star Peter Sellers, a 
noted car buff, bought his 80th 
automobile. Elke Sommer, the Ger- 
man born beauty who plays the 
feminine lead, is the proud owner 
of four cars and shopped for a 
fifth—a 1936 Rolls-Royce. Edwards 
bought a new sporty, long-nosed 
XKE Jaguar and a Mini-Minor. 
George Sanders, another of the 
leading players, is currently enjoy- 
ing his Rolls-Royce and a Cadillac 
(for everyday). 

“A Shot in the Dark” is a Blake 
Edwards Production presented by 
Mirisch Corp. in Panavision and 
Color by DeLuxe. 


Stull SD-19 


Peter Sellers plays a zany game of billiards in this scere from 


“A Shot in the Dark,” opening 


release, « 


2 per at ee i 


at ther.) Theatre, 


that captured four international 
festival awards. 

In 1960 came “Two Way Stretch” 
and “The Millionairess” with 
Sophia Loren, the latter breaking 
all records in Britain. For “Mr. 
Topaze,” he played the leading role 
and also made his debut as director. 
In addition, he sandwiched in six 
months of theatre. 

To show that he was still at 
home in any medium, Peter then 
originated and starred in a_ bril- 
liant series of television shows titled 
“The Idiot Weekly,” “A Show 
Called Fred,” “Son of Fred” and 
“Yes, It’s The Cathode Ray Tube 
Show.” 

Sellers’ most recent films are 
“Lolita, 2Only-lwowGan: Blay,” 
“Waltz of the Toreadors,” “Trial 
and Error,” “The World of Henry 
Orient,” “Dr. Strangelove” and 


“The Pink Panther,” in which he 
first played the role of “Inspector 
Clouseau” that he recreates in “A 
Shot in the Dark.” 


Still SD-50 Mat 1C 
In Blake Edwards’ “A Shot in 
the Dark,” lovely Tracy Reed 
plays a jealous wife sometimes 
suspected of murder. Peter Sell- 
ers and Elke Sommer co-star in 


the comedy which co-stars 
George Sanders and Herbert 
Lom. 


Reed and Sellers 
Together Again 


Tracy Reed, daughter of Britain’s 
noted director Sir Carol Reed, is 
re-united with Peter Sellers in her 
second film, Blake Edwards’ “A 
Shot in the Dark,” a Mirisch Cor- 
poration presentation opening. 
ate theuwes ste, Theatre through 
United Artists release. The tall, 
dark-haired beauty whose measure- 
ments are a classic 36-21-36, made 
her bow in “Dr. Strangelove,” star- 
ring Sellers in three roles. She por- 
trayed George Scott’s girl friend 
In “A Shot in the Dark” she is seen 
as the indiscreet wife of millionaire 
George Sanders. The picture was 
produced and directed by Edwards 
in Panavision and Color by DeLuxe. 


Mat 2A 


at the Theatre, 


6.10) Joke. Joie: 


through United Artists release. The picture, a Mirisch Company 
production, directed by Blake Edwards, was filmed in Color by 


DeLuxe and Panavision. 
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Exploitation 


MUSIC BY OSCAR-WINNER HENRY MANCINI 
KEYS YOUR TOWN-WIDE RECORD PROMOTION ON AIR, IN STORES! 


Three records, on three different labels, are now in the 


stores. Dealers are prepared to work with you on setting Pie aaa 
<4 5S FR 


up displays and launching other promotional activities. <n 4 ein 
1. On the United Artists label, Kenny Little and the Little ‘ _ Masi rom the Fim Sore 
: a : q E  Lamposed and Conducted by 
People have recorded “A Shot in the Dark” —the theme ‘ fee HENRY MANCINI 


from the film. 


2. On Impulse, Shirley Scott offers a jazz instrumental of 


this same tune, and 


3. ...0n RCA Victor, Henry Mancini has recorded both 
the title tune and “Shadows of Paris,’’—which he wrote 
for the film. 


Shown above are the jackets 
and record of the music from 
“A Shot In The Dark.” Oscar- 
winner Henry Mancini wrote 
the score, and it has been 
pressed on the United Artists, 
Here’s How You Can Set These Records Spinning Locally: RCA and Impulse labels. 


Remember that Mancini is the popular, Oscar-winning 


composer of “Moon River” and “Days of Wine and 
Roses” as well as many other songs and many, many 


musical scores for movies. 


e Contact ali radio music shows yourself, even though UA field-men and direct mailing have already reached them. They should be advised 
that now the picture is about to open. Publicity material in this pressbook includes music-chatter copy welcomed by these boys. Give them 
plenty to talk about before and after spinning the records. Invite them to advance showings. Give them contests; make records available as 
prizes as well as guest tickets. Let a leading DJ broadcast his show from your lobby on opening day. 


e Set window and counter displays with record shops and all stores where records are sold. 


e Play the records in your lobby and over your PA systm, especially if you operate an open-air theatre. 


Limerick Contest _ Identify Famous Movie Private Eyes! 


Teaser ads 211], 212 and 213, illustrated on Page 2, can 


serve as the basis for a limerick contest. The idea can be 
worked either through the newspaper running the teasers, 


or in your lobby where entry blanks would be obtainable. 


Contest could take either of the following forms: Participants 


: 


would be invited to compose other limericks on same theme, Order Stills SD-EX | & EX 2 from National Screen 


in same meter and with same number of lines or they could L sing the a dvertising art, here is a fun-stunt that works well as either a contest or a “see-board” 

} kedt bstitut Gaghh to th | d iia in your lobby. If you pla nt it with a newspaper or Di guest tickets to the first correct answers 

ye asked to substitute a new é e se alre ‘inted. = ' roe g i 
aSkeCc SUDSTUITUTE a W Hina: line to those already prin should be enough of a prize to offer—or you Can promote more elaborate awa rds from merchants. 


ees ¢ be editor atre manager Tr ) pane Bae 
Judges could be editor, theatre manager and any merchant Can You Name These Famous Movie Detectives? 


who could contribute prizes to the winners. “A Shot in the Dark” is the second film featuring the fictional detective Jacques Clouseau, hilari- 
ously portrayed by Peter Sellers. Of all the cinema sleuths, he is probably the most fumbling. 


Much more competent are these famous screen personalities. Can you name them and the de- 
tectives they portrayed? 


Art Stills 1 


Use these stills for 
special ads, dis- 


Although only an amateur, he is the most famous detective of fiction, and many 
people believe he actually lived! But Sir Arthur Conan Doyle made him up. Quick 
Watson, the answer! (Ans. Basil Rathbone as Sherlock Holmes. ) 


2. This tough egg was created by the American founder of the “hard-boiled” school 
of detective fiction, Dashiell Hammett. (Ans. Humphrey Bogart as Sam Spade.) 


3. This sophisticated gentleman detective was also created by Hammett, but he’s 
not like any other sleuth in the business. Happily married and completely light- 
hearted, he has charmed millions of movie-goers. Nick Charles is his name, but 
he’s known by another moniker. (Ans. William Powell as The Thin Man.) 


4. Created by Earl Derr Biggers, this clever Chinese detective has been portrayed 
on the screen by both Sidney Toler and this actor. Can you name him and the 
character he plays? (Ans. Warner Oland as Charlie Chan.) 


5. Another Oriental crime-fighter is this Japanese hero of a popular movie series 
based on the detective novels by John P. Marquand. Think Fast, Mr. Movie-goer! 
(Ans. Peter Lorre as Mr. Motto.) 


SD-ART 3 ; SD-ART 4 Merchant Tie-Ins 


Two of the many ways you can tie your feature in with local merchants are: 


plays and in vari- 
ous promotions. 
Order by number 
from _ National 
Screen. 


1. Tie in the Title: A store can post the following copy, with movie-art, as well as feature it in 
its ads: 
Why Take "A Shot in the Dark’? 
Shop at Stacey’s And Hit The Mark! 


2. Or you can play on Peter Sellers’ name. Set up “Best Sellers Sales” in various departments 
of a store, or in all the stores at a shopping center. The bargains are identified by the art of 
Sellers looking through his binoculars. Posted in the areas where the sale items are being offered, 
SD-ART 7 SD-ART 8 they also carry picture and playdate credits. 


The screen commits 
the perfect comedy! © 


SELL THE STARS AND HILARITY 
AROUND THE THEATRE WITH 
THESE FOUR FUN-FILLED PANELS 


A set of four panels has been specially prepared from the 
poster and ad elements for use on your doors. If your theatre 
or lobby isn’t designed to accommodate them, mount them on 
your returns or lobby walls. They can also be used on doors 
away-from-theatre, in connection with any merchant tie-in 


you make. 


Order from PETER ELKE 
SELLERS SOMMER 


National Screen Service 


SHOT, 
A THE 
IN, DARK 


The picture that gets: 
— with murder! 


PETER ELKE 
SELLERS SOMMER 


From the scene of the 
_erime...to the nudist 
colony... everyone's 

cloaked in mystery 
and nat much elsel! 


| Meet the sleuth who — 
is dedicated to the 
_ corpus delectable! 


PETER _ ELKE 


SELLERS SOMMAR PETER ELKE 


SELLERS SOMMER 


RADIO/TV MATERIAL 


FREE (and funny) Radio Spots A special set of comedy spots has been produced 
in 60, 30, 20 and 10 second lengths—selling the zaniness of “A Shot in the Dark.” It’s the 


kind of entertainment that attracts and holds a listener’s attention—and the kind of announce- 


ments that sell tickets. 


FREE TV Spots: These television announcements, ranging from 10 seconds to a minute. 
are as whacky and zany as the movie itself. They’ll stop anybody from walking into the kit- 
chen during station breaks and other commercial interruptions of local programing. Order 
now and set your schedules. They’re on 16mm, ready-to-run, ready to send audiences running 
for your boxoffice. 

Order your spots from: 

Exploitation Department 

United Artists Corporation 
729-7th Avenue, New York, 10019 


TELOP AND SLIDE 


Both of the announcements illustrated are available 
in both styles and will be made up on either a glass slide 
or a “Telop” print. Check with TV station for form 
preferred before ordering. 


BLAKE EDWARDS 


 ELKE 
ELLERS SOMMER 


Style “A” is for use of regular 10-second announcement. 


Style“‘B”’ is to be used for station break announcement. 
S 
Call letters will be included at no extra charge. 


PRICES: 


$5.00 without theatre imprint 
$7.50 with theatre imprint 


$2.00 for each additional slide or telop. 
Note: Theatre copy added locally can only be done on the 


Telop print. 
Order from: QQ TITLE CARD CO. 


247 W. 46 St., New York 36, N. Y. 


SATIN ACCESSORIES 


Style "'B" 


A BLAKE EDWARDS THe SCReen A dower eanees ; The picture that 
PETER ELKE commits THe es sells SOMMER, it I gets away with | 
‘iy murder! i! 


SELLERS SOMMER PERFECT ComeDy! 


i 
My iy we vate M ! 
My es Mnrayyyttl! 


3-Piece Streamer 
15 feet, strung together, in color 
Complete Streamer ..... $16.50 


De Luxe Sectional Valance 
Any length (minimum order 10 feet) 
Foumatie Ob ai 56 ss deh ees $1.65 


The picture that gets 
away with murder! 


ORDER all this material from 
your local NATIONAL SPU LEAN 
SCREEN SERVICE EX- A BLAKE EDWARDS 
BHANGE. Al’ Hems are SELLERS SOMMER 
ech 9x 12 manufactured by NATION- 

AL FLAG & DISPLAY CO. 
ASHOT OTHE Flag 43 W. 2Ist St., New York. 
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FREE Interview Records 


Dick Strout, whose famous radio program, “Hollywood Profiles,” 
is heard on 830 U. S. stations, has taped four interviews with the 
stars of “A Shot in the Dark” which will be heard on his show. 
For stations that do not carry “Hollywood Profiles,” you can 
order open-end versions of these interviews and have them con- 
ducted by a local radio personality. 
They are all on one long playing dise and come with scripts. 

y. §& Playing p 
1. Peter Sellers; 5 minutes, 40 seconds. 
2. Blake Edwards; 5 minutes, 15 seconds. 
3. Elke Sominer; 5 minutes, 15 seconds. 


4. George Sanders; 5 minutes, 38 seconds. 


Order from 
Exploitation Department 
United Artists Corporation 
729-7th Avenue, New York, 10019 


FREE Teaser Trailer 


Here’s the short and sweet of it: a tantalizing teaser that 
hints at the fun in store for audiences who come back for 
the feature. Order it well in advance of your regular trailer 
and spot it whenever you can during the show. Cross plug 
where possible. 
Order your FREE trailer now from 
National Screen Exchange 


Regular Trailer 


Showing this delightfully comic trailer is like showing a short. 
It’s fast, funny and as entertaining as a cartoon. In fact, it’s 
partly animated. Remember the “Pink Panther” trailer? Well, 
this one is made by the same team, using the same combination 
of scenes and drawings. This time the animated character is a 
bullet—the “shot” in the title! Audiences will enjoy this announce- 
ment trailer, so order it early and play it often. 
Order trailer from National Screen 


Use Logo As Mobile! 


The provocative young lady in the title treatment art has shot a 
hole in the man and you can use this logo by punching real holes 
in everything from programs to letterheads. You can make the 
same unusual use of this novel gimmick by punching holes in 
menus, throwaways, shopping-bags, table-tents and anything else 
you print or imprint. 

The drawings also make excellent mobiles for over your concession 
or elsewhere in your lobby. Enlarge the art stills to whichever 
size is best for you, mount the figures on cardboard, cut out and 
punch a hole in the man. Hang them near each other on string 
and let them swing! 
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Official Bilniz The Story The Cast 
(Not For Publication) Inspector Jacques Clouseau............ PETER SELLERS 
The Mirisch Corporation 35% Ble Ee el iat st ELKE SOMMER 
eh Gish ee, GEORGE SANDERS 


Chief Inspector Charles Dreyfus...... HERBERT LOM 


In the dead of night and the heat of passion a servant is shot in the room of Maria Maria Gambrelli 
presents (Elke Sommer), a maid at the home of wealthy Benjamin Ballon (George Sanders). Benjamin Ballon 

: inspector Jacques Clouseau (Peter Sellers) is assigned to the case and from the start he 

A Blake Edwards Production 1a can do nothing right. All the facts point to Maria as the killer, but Clouseau, influenced 


PETER SELLERS ELKE SOMMER 100% by her beauty, decides that she is shielding someone else. He has her released so that Dominique Ballon ............ EGG. ane TRACY REED 
he can follow her, disguised as a peddler. He is arrested for not having a license. Hercule Lajoy ............................ GRAHAM STARK 
ss Maria returns to the Ballon estate where the gardener is killed with his own pruning Francois, Dreyfus’ assistant ...... ANDRE MARANNE 
"A SHOT IN THE DARK" shears and she is discovered standing over his dead body holding them. She is returned = py ny Lefarge ...... ee wi ~ DOUGLAS WILMER 
Seer to prison, but Clouseau again has her released in order to follow her, this time disguised 
Pees as a sidewalk artist (much resembling Toulouse Lautrec). He is again arrested, for Maurce ose etnies MARTIN BENSON 
George Sanders Herbert Lom 75% — defacing the street. eta a Pet es BURT KWOUK 
Screenplay by Clouseau next disguises himself as a hunter so he can watch through field-glasses 4 
Blake Edwards and William Peter Blatty from the woods adjoining the mansion. A crow manages to provoke him into shooting Production Staff 
35% it and he is again arrested, this time by the game warden. By the time he has again Producer-Director .....................- BLAKE EDWARDS 
Based upon the plays by been identified as a police officer and is released, Maria has gone to a nudist colony. Screenplay by ....... Sere, BLAKE EDWARDS and 
Pie aca deol Kichand ies In order to follow her into the camp Clouseau must undress. A third murder takes place WILLIAM PETER BLATTY 
Y sé here, also implicating Maria, and when Clouseau's superior, Dreyfus (Herbert Lom), Based Upon the Plays by... HARRY KURNITZ and 
Produced on the stage arrives with a squad of gendarmes, Clouseau helps Maria to elude them, finally escaping MARCEL ACHARD 
by Leland Hayward 21% in a police car—still nude. In the heart of Paris they are caught in a traffic jam, ne Predhicod Saltese eres LELAND HAYWARD 
to the amusement of the many people who see them, and they are again arrested! 
Produced and directed yi San ae ; Beer is fig ty cl ; Bhusigs), 205 boss ara ares HENRY MANCINI 
hile all this has been going on, a fourth murder has taken place. Clouseau is now oi sees 5 
7 by positive Maria is innocent and he again releases her from prison, taking her out for Pi ampetrae dls gape Hate bezty be 
Blake Edwards aes a night on the town. Four attempts are made on his life, but each time an innocent tearicsl 
Music bystander is killed instead. Unaware of his danger, Clouseau brings Maria to his apart- Director of Photography....CHRIS CHALLIS, B.S.C. 
Henry Mancini s693 ment, but several ludicrous surprises await the lovers, culminating with an explosion Titles Created by ............ weeeeees DePATIE-FRELENG 
which blows them and the bed straight up in the air. Animation Production by GEORGE DUNNING, Ltd. 
if OK KOK . ° 
Seok bye The next night Clouseau puts another of his plans into work. In classic detective Balin Eaton? 000.0... em eee BERT BATES 
Filmed In PANAVISION® *** style he gathers the Bellon household together for the denouement and announces that — Production Designer .............. MICHAEL STRINGER 
ee ce Bis AL tian te one of them is a murderer. The lights go out. In the mad and merry climax that follows, Costume Designer ......0..000.0-. MARGARET FURSE 
: the truth is revealed and love triumphs... but we won't spoil it by telling you exactly how. A Blake Edwards Production, presented by 
Released thru United Artists 35% The Mirisch Corporation for United Artists release; 
se rand cocciion optional: {Running Time: 101 Minutes ) Filmed in Panavision and Color by DeLuxe. 
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